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(She goes out of the room, and the eldest sister tells her aunt ichat the gentleman had said.}
Aunt. Well, niece, I do think of the two it may be still better not to tell it your sister; let us lay it up in our hearts ; if it be true, and he is a reformed man, we shall perhaps hear more of him ; if not, to persuade her he is really changed, is but to make her love him more, without knowing whether he ever thinks any more of her or no, and that can be no service to her.
Eld. Sist. I submit, madam, to your directions, but then I break my promise.
Aunt. You may find a time for that too.
The discourse broke off here, and her aunt finding the young lady very ill and disturbed, desired her sister to leave her there for a few days, to tell her father how ill she was, and that we thought the country might divert her a little ; but that if he desired her to come home, she would return whenever he pleased. Her eldest sister did so, but all the answer she got was, She might stay there for ever, if she would, he never desired to be troubled with her any more.
The end of the third dialogue.
DIALOGUE IV.
THE former dialogue having put an end to the courtship between the gentleman and his mistress for the present, and there being some interval of time between those things and the remaining part of the story, that interval is filled up with another little affair in the same family of still a nicer nature than the other, though not carried so far.